DY

ARTICLE
DN PAGE

Administration Tries

To Defend Its Position

By Joanne Omang
and Don Oberdorfer
Weashinglon Post Staff Writers
The Senate voted overwhelmingly
vesterday to condemn U.S. partic-
ipation in the mining of Nicaraguan
harbors, rejecting a last-minute ef-
fort by the Reagan administration to
defend its position and its program
of aid to rebels “against the lefuist
government of Nicaragua.
The 84 to 12 vote, on a non-bind-
ing “sense-of-the-Congress” resolu-

. tion that can have no direct effect on

the program, wes the first time the
Republican-controlled Senate has
gone on record in opposition to any
aspect of President Reagan’s policy
in Central America. -
“If it is not binding, I can live
with it,” Reagan said last night at a
state dinner for President Salvador
Jorge Blanco of the Dominican Re-
public. “I think there is a great hys-
teria raised about this whole thing.
We are not going to war>  ° .
Earlier, 8 large number of sena-
tors from both parties gave a hostile
reception 1o aaministration officials
who came to Capitol Hill to explain
the policv. And Sen. Barrv Goldwa-
ter (R-Ariz.) sent a stronglv worded
letter of complaint about the mining
to CIA Director William J. Casey.
Goldwater, chairman of the :Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee and a
stalwart administration backer, said
in the letter that the mining, which
hes reportedly damaged eight ships
from five nations, is “an act of war

"....Idon't see how we are going to

explain it” A copy of the letter was -
obtained by The Washington Post.
The Senate vote put that body on
record against the use of U.S, funds
to “plan, direct, execute or support

. the mining of the territorial waters

of Nicaragua.” Sen. Russell B. Long
(D-Le.) wes the only Democrat
among the 12 dissenters. -
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Repubficans who voted against the administra- ama Canal or military contingency plans for di-
tion included Majority Leader Howard H. Baker gacter relief, humanitarian assistance or emergen-
Jr. of Tennessee, Minority Whip Ted S‘tevens of ¢y evacuations” the statement acknowledged that
Alaskas and Sen. Paul Laxalt of Nevada, & firm  “For over g generation, as prudence would dictate,
friend of Reagan's. | we have maintained and updated plans for these

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), who spon- !‘contingencies. We have not, however, planned to:
sored the resolution as an amendment to the ad- i

red the 1 as & - use our forces to invade any country in the re- |
ministration’s tax bill, said afterward that the vote | gion.”

showed “the deep concern all Americans feel '™ The New York Times re orted Sunday that
about the escalation in Ct.an'tfa.l America ‘and Nic- “contingency plans are beingpdrawn for t‘}?e pos-
aragua, and the real possibility of American boys gible use of U.S. combat troops in Central Amer-

" ica” if leftist forces cannot be defeated by current

though this is the first expression of such senti;; strategy. In another article yesterday The Times

ment by the Senate, he said, “There will be more.” | ¢4id the new contingency plans are politica! ones

Kennedy sponsored a series of unsuccessful ef-' gnd that militarv plans have not yet been fully
forts last week to eliminate the administration's grawm up. The word “invasion” was not used.
request for $21 million to aid the rebels opposing  The White House statement also denied plans
the Nicaragua government and to cut its emergen- for “a post-election military enterprise in Central
cy request for $62 million in military help for the America,” apparently referring to a Washington
government of E} salvador. : B Post article vesterday that reported that a senior

The appropriations measure carrying both pro- aqministration official had said Reagan “is deter-
visions passed the Senatz;inrlll.:ally Snﬁcaﬁhgd: :’Bt mined to go all out to gain the upper hand” over

. Neill Jr. (D- . S ’ BRI
House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) leftists in Central America after the November

Mass.) said yesterday that it will not pass the i L :
House before its Easter recess begins Friday. election, assuming that Reagan is returned to of-
fice. The mining is viewed as “a holding action”

Administration sources, who have insisted the _ : _
until that time, the story said.

aid is needed right away in El Salvador to keep y S )

that country’s army from running out of supplies, t: '.Ig’e ?mtﬁmecm f}:f;:?,flsted that 31; U'Si) ac-
id & decision would be made today on whether tivities in the Central American region have been

coic 8 deasion e y fully briefed' in detail to the committees of the

to use emergency funding authority to provide the . t 10 the commit
money or to ask the House and Senate appropri- Congress which exercise jurisdiction in full com-
pliance with the law.”

ti bcommittees to provide it by reprogram- ) .
auons & n oo Goldwater's letter to Casev disputed that. “It

ing money allocated to other nations. “We can’t : ! .
e Y ‘ gets down to one, little, simple phrase: I am pissed

wait any longer,” one source said. = T ;
The administration tried throughout the day to ©offf"_he wrote. Bill. this is no wav to run a rail-
road . . . . The president has asked us to back his

frenetic week of news and leaked ! : r ] !
respppd to & frenetic week Ol ne - foreign policv. Bill, 'how can we back his foreirn

policy when we don’t know what the hell he is
doing?” _ ]

Goldwater’s letter predicted that the House will
defeat the measure containing funds for the Ni- |
caraguan rebels, known as “contras,” “and we will !
not be in any position to put up much of an ar. |
gument after we were not given the information !
we were entitled to réceive ... . when vou briefed ;
us on Central America just a couple of weeks ago.” |

Goldwater continued, “I don't like this. I don’t :
like it one bit from the president or from you.” He
promised that “in the future, if anything like this
happens, I'm going to raise one hell of a lot of fuss
about it in public.”

reports about U.S. actions and plans in Central
America, and to concerns from members of Con-
gress that they had not been kept informed.

The Whité House issued an unusual three-page
statement_from Secretarv _of State George P.
Shultz, Defense:Secretary Caspar W. Weinherger,
CIA Director William J. Casev and the president’s
assistant for national securitv affairs, Robert C.

“We state emphatically that we have not.con-
sidered, nor have we developed plans to use U.S.
military forces to invade Nicaragua or any other
Central American country,” the statement said. .

Citing “longstanding obligations under the Rio
Treaty, our treaty obligations to defend the Pan-
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